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AS KE REACHED
THE SOURCE OF THE
COMMOTION, A STRANGE
BIGHT GREETED THE

HE FOUND HIS
ARMY BESTED
BY A BOY.

WHO MAY YOU BE, O
VALOROUS ONE? STAND NOT
IN MY WAY FOR I AM SHNA, THE
LORD OF LORDS, THE MASTER
OF KAILASH! ME PASS, FOR
I DEMAND AN AUDIENCE WITH THE
ALL-MOTHER, AS 15 MY RIGHT
PAS HER MUCBAND.

HE SPIED HIS
MIGHTIEST WARRIOR
AT THE MERCY OF A

MERE CHILD.

BUT
HAD A

THE BOY WAS
OF ONE MIND. HE
PROMIS D, A
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BE IT 0 THAT YOU
ARE HUSBAND TO THE
ALL-MOTHER, BUT SHE HAS
ASKED NOT TO BE
DISTURBED.

HE PAID LITTLE
HEED TO THE WORDS
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AND YOU HAVE
TO PASS THROUGH
ME, IF YOU WISH AN
PUDIENCE WITH
HER.
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THAT STAFF? IT BRIMS WITH
THE ESGENCE OF SHAKT/! HOW
I8 IT THAT A MERE BOY WIELDS
AN INGTRUMENT OF THE
POWER-DVINE?

AS THE TRIPENT OF SHIVA

..YET, HER MEART
SENSED THE PREDICAMENT
HER SON.
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Gods and Goddesses of Vedic literature are often looked
upon as external deities, when in fact they are symbolic and specific
expressions of higher archetypal states of consciousness. When that
archetypal state of consciousness is expressed or incarnates
through us, we become capable of grand and extraordinary
accomplishments.

Lord Ganesha is one of the most popular archetypal expressions.
Every aspect of his appearance expresses a faculty of higher
consciousness. He has an enormous head because he's a deep thinker,
and, having mastered the ability to go inward beyond his internal
dialogue, he eavesdrops on the mind of the cosmos. He knows that
the ground of being beyond his mental activity is the ground of
existence beyond all the intelligent activity of the Universe. His
large flapping ears indicate that he is a deep listener. He listens with
the instruments of the flesh, the mind, and the soul. His elephant's
trunk denotes power as well as discernment. It can uproot a tree and
also pick out a needle in a haystack. He has two tusks, one broken
and one whole, to remind him that life comes in pairs of opposites.
However, he knows enlightened awareness means going beyond
opposites—good and evil, light and shadow, sacred and profane. He
has a huge stomach because he takes on everyone's problems and
creatively “digests” them. Frequently he wears a snake as a belt, a
symbolic expression of subduing the ego. His four hands hold a rope
for climbing the tree of knowledge, an axe to destroy ignorance, a
book of sacred wisdom (Vedas) and the fruit of knowledge, respectively.
One foot is in the ground and the other is elevated because he is
simultaneously local and non-local, imminent and transcendent, in
this world and not of it, time-bound and timeless all at the same
time. A mouse is frequently seen beside his feet reminding us that
even in higher consciousness, greed can be a temptation. Two
Goddesses stand by his side, the first one is Siddhi. She represents
supernatural powers. The other one is Riddhi who represents control
over the elements and forces of nature.
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‘THEY FOUGHT LIKE
THE FURIES.

AND THE MIGHT OF
SHIVA WAS
BY THE VALOR OF
THE CHILD,

IT WAS A BLOW
FROM THE 7RIPENT
THAT FINALLY BESTED
THE BOY.

THE TRIDENT HAS FELLED DEMONS,
GOPDS AND MEN ALIKE, AND THE

CHILD WAS NO M MAT(
ITS MIGHT THAN THE FLAME OF
A LAMP TO A HURRICANE.

WHO |5 THIS CHILD?
AND WHY DOES HE
BEAR THE STAFF OF
SHAKTI?
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PERHAPS IT WAS NOT HIS
FAULT THAT HE BORE THE
HEAD .

OF A BULL.

WEARILY, HE GOT UP,
NOT KNOWING WHAT
HURT MORE...

i

THE PAIN FROM
HIS WOUNDS...

THIS BATTLE 15 YOURS
CHILD, BUT BE WARNED, THE WAR
HAS JUST I PROMISE
YOU, I SHALL RETURN TO TEACH

YOU A LESSON IN HUMILITY...

TAKE PLEASURE N
TEACHING!
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ALL-MOTHER'S GRIEF.

A MELANCHOLY SHIVA.
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Each and every God in the pantheon, like Ganesha, represents
various forces and elements that lay in embryo in each of us. Look
at Ganesha. Emulate him. Cultivate the qualities of consciousness
that he represents in your awareness and you too can become the
remover of obstacles, the Lord of Knowledge, with two beautiful
Goddesses, Siddhi and Riddhi, as your allies. Now that's a real
superhero.

Deepak Chopra
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AS THE BEREAVED
MOTHER WAILED AT HER
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NANDI SAW THE BOY GUARDING
THE THRESHOLD AND THOUGHT
NONING OF HIM. SO JRUMK ON
5 OWN PROWESS AS A
IAS HE.

IT AMUSED NANDI
THAT A BOY WOULD
DARE STOP KIM.

CHILD, T AM IN NO MOO
FOR TR\FLE& I AM SENT
LORDS, THE MAGTER OF THIS
MOUN’WN STPND NOT IN MY WAY FOR T
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MIGHTIER THAN
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5% G, THERE MIGHT BE A
WAY TO SAVE YOUR SON'S LIFE,

IF HIG BODY WERE TO BE MA[
WHOLE AGAIN, BY A HEAD THAT 16
GIVEN OF FREE WiLL AND NOT

FORCE.

[ e
THUS, COUNGELED BY
VISHNU, SHIVA WENT TO
ANOTHER BEREAVED
MOTHER.

OFTEN I WONDER WHAT
‘SHE THOUGHT OF WHEN
THE GODS GAVE HER
THE CHOICE.
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AS THE CHILD WATCHED THE ALL-MOTHER ENTER
THE LAKE OF ETERNITY FOR HER COSMIC
COMMUNION, LITTLE DID HE KNOW THAT THE DIE
OF FATE HAD ALREADY BEEN CAST. HE KNEW NOT

OF HER CONSORT, LORD SHIVA WHO WAS
RETURNING FROM A LONG SOJOURN IN THE
SOLITUDE OF THE HIMALAYARS.
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[ CALL FOR
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AS HE TOOK HIS PLACE ON
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FOREVER...

YOU CALLED,
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